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Top Cat's Monthly Newsletter 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Greetings Top Cats 

With July behind us we can look back at the riding sea-
son so far with a lot of satisfaction. The Road Captains 
have really done a great job setting up and executing our 
diverse schedule of rides. For the most part the weather 
has cooperated as well. Comments from participants 
have been very positive. Of course we still have many 
opportunities left which includes one more overnight 
event (Galena) and several brunch rides. That brings up 
an interesting question, what makes a ride enjoyable? Is 
it the route, the food, perhaps the destination? For each 
of us the answer could be different but the one thing that 
is always obvious is the people. From Door County to 
Davenport to Sturgis and all the places in between, this 
group just has a good time together. For those who have 
not experienced one of our overnighters, you should 
make an attempt. You never know what some people 
will do. 

While most of you have responded favorably to the 
Village Bar and Grill many comments and suggestions 
have been made regarding future potential meeting 
locations for both our general membership and board 
meetings. History has shown us that we need to be ready 
with alternate locations. For our general meetings we 
are on our 4th location in 6 years. It is also becoming 
more difficult to find places that can meet our needs and 
expectations. Our membership is spread over a pretty 
big area and while we cannot please everyone we try 
and find places near the center of the participating mem-
bers. In order to increase our ability to be ready, Jim 
Heniff (Past President) has accepted a new role as 
"Location Coordinator". Jim has considerable experience 
looking for places for us and knows the area quite well. 
Please forward your suggestions directly to Jim. 

Next year we will have several key positions within the 
club to fill. Several director positions will be opening up 
along with the job of club secretary. We also will be look-
ing for some new committee heads. While it's several 
months away, now is a good time to start asking ques-
tions. If you are interested or would like to find out more 
about what is involved see me or any of the board mem-
bers. Chuck Prettyman (Past President) will be leading 
the nominating committee this year. You can talk direct-
ly to Chuck if you are willing to serve. It's much more fun 
then work, we can all attest to that. 

Top Ten Reasons Bikers 
Aren't Scary Anymore... 

10. It's hard to be scary in a minivan. 

9. It's hard to be scary when your cell 
phone rings 

8. It's hard to be scary when you drink 
wine spritzers. 

7. It's hard to be scary when you go to a 
biker party and everyone's talkin' about 
their prostate problems. 

6. It's hard to be scary when you fret over 
your stock portfolio. 

5. It's hard to be scary when you have 
more hair on your back than your head. 

4. It's hard to be scary when your bike bat-
tery goes dead. 

3. It's hard to be scary when even little 
kids know that all doctors, lawyers, den-
tists and accountants ride Harleys. 

2. It's hard to be scary when our hero 
Marlon \"The Wild One Brando\" looks like 
Elmer Fudd these days. 

1. It's hard to be scary when your hem-
roids hurt. 

Gary 



OFFICERS and BOARD of DIRECTORS 
OFFICERS 

Brandt Gary President 847-668-9771 cgb002@comcast.net  
Lunde John VP 815-459-2488 mongerl@hotmail.com  
Malia Thomas Treasurer 847 381-6511 tmalia@cfalp.com  
Zawila Keith Secretary 847-970-9026 keith.zawila@trustmarkins.com  
Prettyman Chuck Past Pres. 847-854-5929 topcats2003@aol.com  
Krepel Windy Director 815 459-9345 bikertt72@sbcglobal.net  
Adams Lynn Director 847-274-5774 adams2144@comcast.net  
Konsewicz Andy Director 630-207-5500 andy@konsewicz.com  
Smith Greg Director 847-870-0957 vethog@comcast.net  

COMMITTEES 

Adams Lynn Charity 847-274-5774 adams2144@comcast.net  
Kirkpatrick Wayne Safety 847 854-4137 wkirkpa177@aol.com  
LaMonica John ROAR 847-446-6362 jlamonica2@comcast.net  
Konsewicz Andy Webmaster 630-207-5500 andy@konsewicz.com  
Brandt Muriel Activities/Hotline 847-546-9771 meo1957@comcast.net  
Carmody Robert Mbrship/Products 312-498-1354 Bcarmody@email.com  
Strickler Peggy MSF 847-438-3162 chameleonbiker@aol.com  

ACTIVITIES  
August - September 2007 

Date Event Start Location Time Leader 

Aug 01 Black Hills Ride,Sturgis D & J Bistro, Lake Zurich 8:oo am B. Boand 
Aug 05 Wisc. State Fair Ride Shell Sta- Rt6o and Rt176 8:15 am M. Bradbury 
Aug ii Hogs and Dogs TBD 	Wawatosa, WI TBD M. Heller 
Aug 14 General Meeting Village Tavern and Grill Buffalo Grove 7:3o pm G. Brandt 
Aug 19 Ladies Choice Ride TBD TBD W. Krepel 
Aug 21 Board Meeting Mexican Lindo Restaurant, Lake Zurich 7:3o pm G. Brandt 
Aug 25 Blue Ridge Parkway Ride TBD TBD T. Nichols 
Sep 01 Milwaukee HOG Rally TBD West Allis Fairgrounds TBD TBD 
Sep 04 Alaskan Adevnture TBD TBD L. Scalzitti 
Sep 04 General Meeting Village Tavern and Grill Buffalo Grove 7:3o pm G. Brandt 
Sep o9 President's Ride Citgo-Rt12 and Bonner-Wauconda 9:Oo am G. Brandt 
Sep 11 Board Meeting Mexican Lindo Restaurant, Lake Zurich 7:3o pm G. Brandt 
Sep 15 Galena Overnight Ride Shell Station-Lake Cook and Rand Rd 8:3o am G. Smith 
Sep 22 Big Cats Broken Oar TBD S. Levy 
Sep 29 Sunset Ride TBD TBD D. Dougherty 

Call the hotline (847) 622-3501 for updates and check the web site at: www.topcats.org  



ONE TANK AT A TIME 
By Stefan Levy RIDE LOCAL SCENIC ROADS AND STOP FOR 

SOME GOOD SUSHI Hi Gang, 

Wow what a day yesterday. I took some 
time to ride up to Woodstock HD and on to 
Painted Horses, bike painter in Harvard ( 
good talent ) then through Bull Valley. 
Whew! Back in the saddle really made the 
day. 

And we can continue to " make the day" 
throughout the riding season . Especially, if 
we team up and get those ideas revved up! 

Well, last meeting I asked our Activities 
Director, Greg Smith, if I could have some 
floor time to ask everyone for ideas. How 
does someone put on 5 - 10,000 miles or 
more a year on their bike and have as many 
as 25 rides? One Tank at a Time. 

I asked the club to think and make sugges-
tions about rides or activities that anyone 
thought might be cool or at least of interest 
to some in our club. The idea person does 
not have to be the road captain or anything 
more than come up with the idea. Maybe 
someone else likes the idea and runs fur-
ther with it. Teamwork. Club in motion. 
Good Stuff! 

We have done this before in the ten years I 
have ridden with the club , with some really 
good rides and great fun and camaraderie 
flowing with the idea generation. So, here 
are some of the ideas that people wrote 
down at the meeting. I would encourage 
everyone to add ideas and would encourage 
the Board and Roar to make all of us aware 
of those ideas. Some may just be your next 
ride or activity. You may have great idea 
that motivates someone else to lead a ride, 
but for the lack of an idea. 

TECH NIGHT ( AFTERNOON - MORNING) 
SEE NAKED BIKES WITH ACTUAL WORK 
BEING DONE AND LEARN ABOUT WHAT'S 
UNDER THE SEAT, FENDER, ENGINE ETC. 

VISIT LOCAL AIR BRUSH ARTIST TO SEE 
HOW HE DOES HIS ART 

PUT A BUNCH OF ROADS IN A HAT ( 
ROADS SUPPLIED BY DIFFERENT MEM-
BERS) AND CREATE A RIDE FROM THOSE 
ROADS 

ANNUAL NATIONAL HOG RALLY 
KNOXVILLE TN. FRI 8-24 SAT 8-25 PARTY 
WITH MICK AND CINDY 

RIDE TO SPOKES BIKER BAR (GREAT FOOD 
AND A BUNCH OF ANTIQUE BIKES ALL 
ABOUT) FOR LUNCH IN YORKVILLE , WI. 
STOP AT UKE's HD DEALER THERE 

RIDE TO HOLY HILL IN KETTLE MORAINE 

RIDE TO NEW HARMONY IN. AND FRENCH 
LICK, IN. 

RiDE TO ANAMOSA, IOWA - BIKE MUSEUM 

RIDE TO BAXTER TRIUMPH CYCLE MUSE-
UM AND STORE IN IOWA 

RIDE MISS RIVER VALLEY - LACROSSE; TO 
REDWING MIN. THEN TO LAKE SUPERIOR 

DAY RIDE TO LAKE GENEVA - WILLIAMS 
BAY 

This is a great start and I will likely stand up 
at other meetings and ask for more. And 
you can send your ideas to our activities 
chairman, Greg Smith. KYBO , Boy Scout 
term which does not mean Keep Your Brain 
Open, but close. Keep it coming on! 

Your ideas matter and can really add to the 
experience , so please share 'em...One tank 
at a time! 

Tanks allot... 
Stefan 



Top Cats Board Meeting Minutes 
July 17, 2007 
By Keith Zawila 

Board Members:  
Present: Gary Brandt, John Lunde, Keith Zawila, 
Tom Malia, Lynn Adams, Windy Krepel, Andy 
Konsewicz, Chuck Prettyman 

Absent: Greg Smith 

Guests: Bob Carmody, Wayne Kirkpatrick, Terry 
Kumro, Cindy Rayburn, Brian Rainey 

Proceedings:  
President Gary Brandt called the meeting to order 
at 7:35 pm at Mexico Lindo in Lake Zurich. The 
Minutes from the June meeting, previously dis-
tributed, were approved. 

Gary Brandt (President):  Offered opening 
remarks. Mentioned the owner of Mexico Lindo is 
very interested in acquiring our business. We'll 
probably hold the next couple of Board meetings 
here. We'll also look at other potential locations 
for alternate meeting sites. 

Tom Malia (Treasurer):  Our current Operating 
account has $9,052 in it; our Charity account has 
$7,664. Bob Carmody presented the Charity event 
with a check for $1,000 from Diana's Bananas. 
Gary mentioned he is working on a potential 
$2,000 donation from his company, and that he 
and Muriel would be donating $250 to defray the 
cost of the event pins. The Board offers their 
thanks to Bob and Gary for their donations. 

Lynn Adams (Director):  We're basically ready to 
go. Looking for volunteers to help with the event 
set-up on July 28, and volunteers and Ride Leaders 
for the 29th. 

Andy Konsewicz (Director):  Introduced Brian 
Rainey who has been working on our new website. 
Brian offered us a demo of the site's features and 
functions. He walked us through the screen 
options, explained how we can easily maintain the 
site, create administrative levels, and how we can 
offer our members access to it. It was readily and 
unanimously approved by all in attendance. There 
is an additional piece of software we'd need to 
acquire to maintain the membership database por-
tion. A motion was made to acquire this lifetime 
licensed software for $139. This motion was 
approved. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for August 21st, 
7:30 pm, at Mexico Lindo in Lake Zurich. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 pm. 

TopCats General Meeting Minutes 
July10, 2007 

By Keith Zawila 
President Gary Brandt  called the meeting to order at 7:36 pm 
at The Club House. 

Gary noted how good the rides have been this year, and 
thanked all of the ride organizers for their efforts. We wel-
comed the following guests: Paul Menard (guest of Gary 
Becker), Ed Lapinski (guest of Larry Scalzitti), Lenny 
Innocenzi (guest of Carl Marcyan), and Devin Smith (guest 
of Carol Hornsby). 

Bob Carmody (Membership):  
Bob introduced our newest members: Eric Schertz, Bob 
Rwecco, and Wanda Rwecco, and presented them their pins 
and patches. 

Gary announced flags have been acquired to help increase the 
promotion of our club. All new 2007 members will receive a 
flag, courtesy of the Board of Directors. Gary then said flags 
would be available to all current members tonight for the spe-
cial price of $10. 

Greg Smith (Director):  
Updated us on our current activities schedule. Please check 
ROAR and our website for more information on our upcom-
ing events. We were updated on the following rides: Wheels 
and Water(Mark Heller), DeKalb Museum Ride (Tom 
Nichols), Sturgis (Bard Boand/Wayne Kirkpatrick), 
Wisconsin State Fair (Mike Bradbury), Hogs & Dogs (Mark 
Heller), Ladies Ride (Windy Krepel), Blue Ridge Mountains 
(Tom Nichols), and the Galena Overnight (Greg). Greg men-
tioned there are a few rooms still available for the Galena 
overnight ride. 

Bard Boand mentioned the Alex Johnson in Rapid City had 
some cancellations, and Bard may be able to get rooms for 
anyone still wanting to go. 

Tom Malia mentioned ride leaders are needed for our Charity 
Ride (7/29). You do not need to be a Road Captain to assist 
with this ride. Tom can provide maps of the route if you'd like 
to check it out on your own time. There may be the oppor-
tunity to pre-ride the route over the weekend of July 21 - 22. 
Please contact Tom. We also need assistance setting up for the 
ride on Saturday, July 28. Please meet at Volo at 8:30 if you 
can. 

Lynn Adams (Director):  
Provided an update on our Charity Ride. Flyers and 
brochures are available for distribution. Please take them and 
distribute them anywhere you can. Pre-registrations for the 
ride are still appreciated and sought. Any 'silent auction' items 
can be turned in to Terry Garramone. Lynn concluded by 
thanking everyone for their efforts and support. 



John Lunde (Vice President):  
If you've been on a good ride, or not such a good ride, reviews 
of them are appreciated for inclusion in ROAR. It informs 
people what we've been up to, and is a way to incur more 
interest in our rides. If you write a review, please pass it along 
to John LaMonica. We are still soliciting advertising funds for 
ROAR, and can really use the help of someone who'd be will-
ing to knock on some doors if interested, please contact 
John. 

Keith Zawila (Secretary):  
Wayne Kirkpatrick (Safety Chair) reminded us of the next 
GRASS class, scheduled for 7/22. He also shared some com-
ments on the difference between a good ride and a great ride. 
A good ride is one you walk away from. A great ride is one 
where you'll be able to ride your bike again. 

Wayne introduced Don Schaffer (Road Captain Chair) who 
provided Andy Konsewicz with a Road Captain rocker. Don 
reminded Road Captains to attend their yearly GRASS class 
(to retain their status), and reminded anyone wanting to learn 
to be a Road Captain that help is available. See Don for 
details. 

Jim Heniff provided a safety tip on hydration. Riding in hot 
weather can dehydrate you in a number of ways. In addition 
to just the heat, hot air blowing on you can dry your skin 
adding to dehydration. Be sure to drink plenty of water, not 
only the day of the ride, but the day before the ride too. 

Wayne reminded anyone interested in joining him on his trip 
to Sturgis that he is leaving 8/4. Contact him if interested. 

Gary (Comments from the floor): 
Wayne Kirkpatrick mentioned a couple of interesting rides 
he's known: Progressive Picnic Ride (some folks bring dinner, 
others bring plates, and others bring liquids) and a Theme 
Ride (i.e. a ride from jail to jail, muscle car ride). 

Gary mentioned we can use a Road Captain to take us up to 
the Milwaukee Rally on 9/1. 

Gary mentioned JiM Heniff has agreed to a newly created role 
of location coordinator to assist with finding places we can use 
to hold our meetings. 

There was mention made of the Greater O'Hare Association's 
2nd annual bike run on 7/14. It begins at the GOA Office on 
1050 Busse Road, Bensenville (9 am - Registration, 10 am -
First Bike Out). $25 per Bike, $10 per additional passenger. 

Our 50/50 raffle winners were Bill Yates ($56) and Bob 
Carmody (official TopCats ballcap). 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 pm. 





Kaution Korner 
By Jim "Iceman" Heniff 

Awareness of the early symptoms of your hands, feet 
and brain going to sleep could save your life or at 
least avoid an unpleasant near miss. All motorcycles 
vibrate, some more than others. Your control actu-
ators hands, feet and brain, are likely to be adverse-
ly affected by this buzzing. Your operational skills 
will be diminished. This is not a good thing and the 
consequences need no further explanaton. At the 
first sign of numbness do what is required to restore 
circulation and feel. 

White line fever, the 1000 yard stare are just a few 
of the references to going brain dead while operat-
ing a vehicle. Mile after mile of open road, little or 
no traffic, no traffic control devices to contend with, 
your machine is on high speed cruise and your brain 
goes into sleep mode. Ahead is a pickup truck with 
its turn blinker on or not. At a closing speed of 70 
mph, the distance between yourself and this solid 
object shrinks rapidly. Your brain slowly awakes, 
identifies the danger and sends the signal to 
brake hard. Probably triple the reaction time 
you would normally experience if you had not been 
lulled into a trance from free wheeling. Do whatev-
er it takes (Stop, walk around, drink refreshments, 
rest, etc.) to keep your brain alert, your eyes open 
and your concentration focused or make sure 
your will is current. 

Wheels and Water Ride 
By John LaMonica 

Being a participant with one of the Top Cats rides is 
great fun, terrific camaraderie, and an outstanding 
journey. Those of us that were fortunate to follow 
along on Mark Heller's Saturday ride, 15 July, experi-
enced traveling the road less traveled. We were on 
roads, streets, lanes, paths and just maybe someone's 
long driveway. Each segment had its unique and inter-
esting scenery, including our ride across the water via 
the long running Merrimac Ferry. There's something 
reassuring seeing a barn with the farm family's name 
painted on it with 1854 cited as the year that family 
began working the land. Our lunch was tasty and the 
impromptu refreshment stop at the end of the ride was 
a relaxing bonus complete with very enjoyable Top 
Cats socializing. 

A day like this one was not to have been missed. All the 
more reason to plan to be there for the next Top Cats 
ride. Thanks again Mark. 
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